
18 VIC – A City within a City

SPEECHES ON THE OPENING OF THE VIC  – 
23 AUGUST 1979 

Bruno Kreisky – Former Chancellor of Austria

The United Nations now have a home at the Danube. Vienna – this 
venerable city – has gained not only a new, highly visible land-
mark, but at the same time a new task. There is no doubt that 
having important global organisations – in which all the people in 
the world are represented – in Vienna is of particular significance 
for Austria: it shows recognition of Austria's neutrality policy. Fur-
thermore, this home of the United Nations and other international 
organisations is being inaugurated just a few months before the 
25th anniversary of the signing of the Austrian State Treaty, which 
marked the beginning of the policy of détente in Europe. For the 
first time in history, this continent has become one of the world's 
most peaceful – through the policy of détente.

Therefore, may this building be a symbol for détente in Europe 
and for peace throughout the world.

Hannes Androsch – Former Vice Chancellor and  
Minister of Finance of Austria

Nothing in Austria can be so modern, so contemporary, so up-to-
date and appropriate to the age in which we live, that it can entice 
us to forsake our traditions. This truism also applies in architecture.

In this country, it is a well-respected tradition that two things in 
particular win our admiration and become enshrined in our hearts.

The first is, buildings which were never finished: The second, 
buildings which during their creation, were heavily criticised or, in-
deed, strongly opposed.
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St. Stephen's Cathedral, a symbol of our city, has remained with-
out its planned second tower. The Hofburg has never been adorned 
with the second enclosing wing which was planned for the far side 
of Heldenplatz.

The Town Hall, the Votivkirche, the Parliament; scarcely a build-
ing on the Ringstraße was spared our fierce criticism and our deni-
grating ridicule.

In this country, even architectural competitions seem to follow a 
certain natural law. Thus, we can read the following report dealing 
with the construction of the State Opera House: “They (the two ar-
chitects Van der Nüll and Siccardsburg) emerged as victors from a 
widely contested competition and had to struggle with many prob-
lems in the realisation of their project”.

The very fact that one need only change the names of the archi-
tects in the report on the construction of the State Opera House, in 
order to make it currently relevant, aptly illustrates the fine tradi-
tion in which the Vienna International Centre is rooted.

But, we keep moving on. And thus, today, some quite “untradi-
tional” facts can be observed:

The largest construction project ever undertaken in this coun-
try was completed within a period of six years. The construction 
costs amounted to a little under 9 billion schillings, which is 4 bil-
lion schillings less than the original estimate.

That, by limiting the original concept to a realistic scale, we are 
now in the situation that the complex is being utilised at close to 
full capacity, following its occupation by some 3,000 international 
officials.

The decisions to build an international centre in Vienna were 
taken by a number of Austrian governments, with varying parlia-
mentary majorities. The implementation of this goal made a by-
no-means insignificant contribution to the creation of an “Austrian 
way” in the economic development of the 1970s. 

The construction of this centre provided long-term employment 
for about 3,000 workers. It can thus be regarded as having made a 
valuable contribution to employment in the construction industry 
at a challenging phase of the business cycle. The awarding of some 
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500 contracts, in sum amounting to 5.7 billion schillings, can be 
seen as a significant benefit, principally to small and medium-sized 
businesses. Alone the fact that 90 % of the contracts were awarded 
domestically, that is to Austrian concerns, in spite of being put out 
to public tender, is a gratifying and satisfactory outcome. It bears 
testimony to the performance and competitiveness of Austrian 
businesses and to the efficiency of Austrian technicians and work-
ers.

However, the decisions of various Austrian governments to build 
this international centre were not based solely on employment, or 
business-cycle considerations. A growing global interdependence 
demands more international solidarity, and this, in turn, requires 
appropriate locations for international meetings and cooperation. 
We are, and have always been, totally convinced, that Vienna, and 
Austria – on the basis of its history as well as its present circum-
stances – underscored by its unique location and neutrality, can 
be such a location of international coming together. By virtue of 
the fact that our city has provided a home for the ultra-important 
Atomic Energy Agency since 1957, as well as for UNIDO, which is 
of vital importance for the Third World, since 1967, the opening 
of the Vienna International Centre today concludes what must be 
seen as a logical next step.

Based on this attitude, and as an extension of the International 
Centre, the Federal Government has just adopted a resolution to 
build a modern and efficient Conference Centre in conjunction 
with the City of Vienna.

Opening ceremonies of this kind should serve to remind us of 
the effort, work and dedication that are required to bring a task of 
this kind to fruition.

Nor should we lose sight of the fact that the tacit understanding 
and cooperation of the taxpayer is both a basis and a precondition 
for the sizable financial demands which such a construction proj-
ect demands. Allow me to express my appreciation for this under-
standing here. Such understanding can never be taken for granted, 
even in view of the certainty that this endeavour will yield signifi-
cant returns of both the material and immaterial kinds.

Kern_UNO_Inside_RZ.indd   20 02.06.14   09:00



21VIC – A City within a City

This appreciation applies equally to the planning engineers, the 
construction workers and the employees, the officials of the Fed-
eral Government and of the City of Vienna, the contracting com-
panies, the board and all employees of the IAKW-AG as well as the 
representatives of the international organisations, all of whom as-
sured a cooperative climate between the building company and its 
future occupants.

And finally, the architect and his team merit our heartfelt grati-
tude and appreciation. This construction meets the prerequisites 
which the renowned architect, Otto Wagner, described at the be-
ginning of this century as the pinnacle of architectural achieve-
ment. He prescribed that: “All new creations which aspire to meet 
the needs of the present day must take modern materials and 
contemporary requirements into account. They must depict our 
individual, high-minded and self-confident, as well as our critical, 
appreciation. They must acknowledge the immense technical and 
scientific achievements, as well as the requirements, of society”.

A society, for whom this international centre in Vienna may 
prove to be a home of solidarity, and one which makes a valuable 
contribution to peace.

REMARKS AT THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE VIC

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon told at a special 
ceremony to mark the 30th anniversary of the Vienna International 
Centre on 28 August 2009 that he had left half his heart in Vienna, 
after serving as Ambassador of the Republic of Korea to Austria.

“When this Centre opened its doors in 1979, it was a bridge be-
tween East and West during the Cold War. Now it is a twenty-first 
century hub for addressing human security issues at the heart of a 
united Europe. From outer space to the human heart, this Vienna 

Kern_UNO_Inside_RZ.indd   21 02.06.14   09:00


